
25th:    

Church of St. Nicholas 
        15862 Co Rd 165, Watkins, MN  55389        

             Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

              February 15, 2015 

PARISH STAFF PARISH ORGANIZATION LEADERS 
Fr. Thomas Olson                                                398-2229 Christian Women, Anita Neu                                           685-3287 

Brenda Kraemer, Secretary                              764-7345 Men’s Society, David Stang                                              764-5339 

Sandy Stang, Parish Nurse                                764-2030 Catholic United, Barb Walz                                               685-7376 

Julene Faber, Musician                                      685-7211 Prayer Line, Sue Frank        stfrank@meltel.net   OR   764-9112 

Melanie Pauls, Musician                                   309-5043 Ministry Scheduler, Annette Stang                                 764-5339 

Mat & Barb Walz, Rel. Ed Coordinators        685-7376 
                             Cell phone                       320-217-4531 

Parish Council, John Schutz                                              764-6171 

Parish Council, Vicki Landwehr                                        764-6603 

 
*Bulletin Deadline is Thursday at 9am 
*Email:  stnicholas@meltel.net 
*Website:  www.churchofsaintnicholas.com 
*Usual Office Hours of Secretary are Monday and                    
Thursday from 9:00 to 11:30am. 

Parish Council, Robert Kraemer                                       685-3715 

Parish Council, Marion Frank                                           764-9111 

Parish Council, Paul Ludwig                                              764-2336 

Parish Council, Angie Spitzley                                          453-2091 

Trustee, Mike Kuechle                                                       685-3225 

Trustee, Mary Caskey                                                        597-2854 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Feb 14  Saturday {SN} 7:30 pm  6
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time             +Dec. Rel. of J & L Schutz 

Feb 15   Sunday {SN} 10:00 am 6
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time  Vocations Mass 

Feb 16  Monday {SA}8:00 am  Weekday 

Feb 17  Tuesday {SN} 8:00 am  Weekday          +Alfred & Ellen Hommerding Feb 18 

 Wednesday {SA}8:30 am  Ash Wednesday 

    {SA} 5:30 pm  Ash Wednesday 

    {SN} 7:30 pm  Ash Wednesday   +Andrew Stang 

Feb 19  Thursday {SN} 8:00 am  Thursday after Ash Wednesday   +John & Frances Flaschenriem 

    {SN} 8:30 am  Stations of the Cross 

Feb 20  Friday  NO MASS  Friday after Ash Wednesday 

Feb 21  Saturday {SN} 7:30 pm  First Sunday of Lent             +Ervin Linn 

Feb 22   Sunday {SN} 10:00 am First Sunday of Lent   People of the Parish 

 

Weekend Masses at St. Anne’s in Kimball are Saturday at 5:00 pm and Sunday at 8:00 am.  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturday at 7:00 pm at St. Nicholas. 

Weddings:  Engaged couples should see the pastor at least 6 months before the planned wedding date. 

Anointing of the Sick:  Call the parish office for homebound or hospitalized.  

 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 

   Eucharistic Ministers Servers   Ushers   Lector    

Feb 18 at 7:30 pm Mat Walz  Maggie Ludwig  Nathan Utecht  Katherine Gathje 

  ASH WEDNESDAY  Annette Stang  Breanna Stang  Noah Krueger  Andrew Bautch 

   Brenda Kraemer  **Gifts: 1
st
 Communion students *Confirmation students  

Feb 21 at 7:30 pm Barb Walz  Damian Lincoln  Laverne Ludwig Cassey Lahr 

   Rita Schwartz  Connor Lincoln  Allen Stommes 

   Art Faber            

Feb 22 at 10:00 am Sandy Stang  Michael Dufner  Robert Kraemer  Mike Kuechle 

   Steve Stang  Landon Winkelman Sy Schreiner 

   Brenda Kraemer 

 

Breakfast at St. Nicholas on Sunday, 
February 15th 

                
 

Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday:  Ash Wednesday is a day of Fast & Abstinence.  Fasting is only one full meal for 

adults between the ages of 19 & 60.  Abstinence is abstaining from all meat for all person 14 years and older).  All Fridays during 
Lent ar days of Abstinence.  A good Lenten practice would be attending daily Mass. 
 

 

Readings for the Week: Monday, Feb. 16
th

:  Gn 4:1-15, 25 / Mk 8:11-13 

 Tuesday, Feb. 17
th

:  Gn 6:5-8, 7:1-5, 10 / Mk 8:14-21  Wednesday, Feb. 18
th

:  Jl 2:12-18 / 2 Cor 5:20-6:2 / Mt 6:1-6  
 Thursday, Feb. 19

th
:  Dt 30:15-20 / Lk 9:22-25  Friday, Feb. 20

th
:  Is 58:1-9a / Mt 9:14-15 

 

mailto:stnicholas@meltel.net


      

     Stewardship of Treasure Feb. 8, 2015    Stewardship Thought:  Thank you for the bountiful 

      Adult                                              $XXX     (37 of 196 envelopes) blessings you shower on us each day.  Today, I will follow your 
      Youth                                XXX      (2 gifts)    example of generosity as I return this portion to you. 
      Loose                                              XXX     

.     TOTAL                                 $XXXXX      

 Energy Needs             $XXX  (3 gifts)  Easter             $XXX (1 gift) 
 St. Cloud Visitor       $XXX (9 gifts)   
    

Gospel Connection:  For their 50th wedding anniversary, their children and grandchildren surprised them with a party at a local 

restaurant. The kids rented a beautiful function room, planned a terrific dinner, and invited family and friends. Just before dinner was served, 
Mom and Dad were escorted to their table. Then the grandkids went to work. The lights dimmed and on a large screen appeared their 
wedding picture from that unforgettable day fifty years ago. Then came picture after picture, memory after memory, of fifty years of joy, of 
struggle, of learning, of growth - the blessings and challenges that are the story of every marriage. With every picture, the voices of sons and 
daughters and grandchildren and friends shared touching memories and stories of what this couple meant to them. Some touching, some 
poignant, some funny - but all expressing heart-felt gratitude for the blessing this couple had on their lives. Even the restaurant staff - who 
have heard it all before - stopped serving and listened and watched these images and stories of God making his love known in and through 
this marriage. 
  Their generosity of spirit and greatness of heart make this couple's golden wedding anniversary an occasion of gratitude and joy for 
all the people in their lives. In their love and care for each other, so many others realized the love of God in their own lives. We all possess 
within us that same kind of love that calls us beyond our own needs and wants, the kind of compassion that can transform the darkest 
situations by the light of hope. Such love is the very life and love of God that the disciples see in the transfigured Jesus in today's Gospel. 
Christ calls us who would be his disciples to allow his love within us to "transfigure," in our own lives, despair into hope, sadness into joy, 
anguish into healing, estrangement into community.       
 

Religious Education News:  The next class will be on Wednesday, February 18, 2015.  Class will be held at 7 pm, followed by Ash 

Wednesday Mass at 7:30 pm.  Students will be participating in this Mass; please see the Mass schedule. 
 

Catholic Men’s Conference:  St. Nicholas Men’s Society is trying to get a group together for the Catholic Men’s Conference at St. 

John’s on February 21, 2015.  The keynote speaker will be Msgr. James Shea, President of the University of Mary in Bismarck, ND.  If we get a 
big enough group, the tickets will be discounted.  The theme of the conference is “Men of Integrity.”  Fathers are encouraged to bring their 
sons.  If interested, please contact Dave Stang at 469-4735 or dstang@catholicunited.org.  
 

World Marriage Day/Cana Dinner:  World Marriage Day honors husband & wife as the foundation of the family, the basic unit 

of society.  It salutes the beauty of their faithfulness, sacrifice and joy in daily married life.  It was established in 1983 to be 
celebrated on the 2

nd
 Sunday in February.  We are going to celebrate & honor our married parish couples at our Cana Dinner 

on Saturday, April 11
th

. The Cana Dinner will be at Powder Ridge after 5 pm Mass at St. Anne’s.  St. Nicholas and St. Anne will 
join together to celebrate marriage with this social get-together.  Anyone is welcome attend.  If you have any questions, 
contact Kathy Roos at 398-3006. 

 

2015 Annual Diocesan Appeal:  The Annual Diocesan Appeal is a call to look beyond ourselves and support the greater Catholic 

community of the Diocese of St. Cloud.  Trust in God, who’s generosity abounds, and in Jesus Christ, who dwells within you. 
 

Koinonia Retreat:  Are you thinking about doing something for yourself to enrich your faith journey this Lent?  Koinonia is a 

community experience in Christian living designed especially for adults 20 and older.  It is a Catholic Retreat program sponsored by the 
Diocese.  The next retreat will be held on March 13 – 15.  Applications can be printed at centralmnkoinonia.org or calling 320-293-2080. 

 
  Please remember to use the envelope in your packet (if you haven’t already!) to renew your copy of the St. 
Cloud Visitor.  Our parish is charged for each household’s subscription in our annual assessment from the Diocese.  

Your contribution helps with this cost!  Thank you! 
 

40 Days for Life:  40 Days begins February 18 and ends March 29.  To focus of this pro-life effort consists of: 40 

days for prayer & fasting, 40 days of peaceful vigil, 40 days of community outreach.  We are praying, that with God’s 
help, this will mark the beginning of the end of abortion.  While all aspects of 40 Days for Life are crucial in our effort to end abortion, the 
most visible component is the peaceful prayer vigil outside the local Planned Parenthood facility.  There is a Daily Devotional Calendar to 
keep track of readings you have done at the back of church. 
 

CRS Rice Bowl:  Celebrating its 40th year, CRS Rice Bowl is Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten faith-in-action program for families and faith 

communities. The program invites Catholics to live in solidarity with our poorest and most vulnerable brothers and sisters through the three 
Lenten pillars of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Daily reflections are included in the Lenten Calendar and on the CRS Rice Bowl mobile app. 
You’ll receive ideas for small, sacrificial gifts to fill your Rice Bowls as you read and watch Stories of Hope from individuals and communities 
whose lives have been changed by CRS Rice Bowl. Bowls are in the back of Church. 

 

Community Events: 
 Sunday, February 15

th
:  BREAKFAST HERE AT ST. NICHOLAS.  SERVED FROM 9 AM TO NOON. 

 Saturday, February 21
st

:  Open House at St. John’s Prep school at 9 am for students entering grades 6 – 12.  To register, please call 
Jennine at 363-2351. 

 Sunday, February 22
nd

:  Breakfast at St. Anne’s in Kimball.  Serving pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, hash browns, etc. from 8 am 
to Noon.  Half of proceeds go to the Rel. Ed. Program, half to the Kimball Food Shelf.  Matching grant with the K of C. 

 Sunday, February 28
th

:  Chili & Soup Cook Off at Holy Cross School from 5 – 8 pm at the school.  Prizes for best chili, soup & 
decorated booth.  Euchre tournament & games.  To enter or for more info contact 320-398-7885 or info@holycrossmn.org. 

 March 20-22, 2015 is the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend in Baxter, MN.  For registration contract Alan & Missy at 
applications@northmnwwme.org or 888-455-3496.  Learn how to renew your marriage & draw closer to God! 

 
 
 



 
 

A Mardi Gras Prayer 
For the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday 

 
Mardi Gras (“Fat Tuesday”) and Carnival (“Farewell to Meat”) precede Ash Wednesday and Lent around the world, 
even where Lent has ceased to have much religious meaning.  It was natural to develop a festival, a “last fling,” before 
the prayerful fasting and abstinence of Lent.  How can we give this day before Ash Wednesday some religious 
meaning for us? 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation, for it is from your goodness that we have this day 
to celebrate on the threshold of the Season of Lent.  Tomorrow we will fast and abstain from meat. 

Today we feast. 
We thank you for the abundance of gifts you shower upon us. 

We thank you especially for one another. 
As we give you thanks, we are mindful of those who have so much less than we do. 

As we share these wonderful gifts together, 
we commit ourselves to greater generosity toward those who need our support. 

Prepare us for tomorrow. 
Tasting the fullness of what we have today, let us experience some hunger tomorrow. 

May our fasting make us more alert and may it heighten our consciousness 
so that we might be ready to hear your Word and respond to your call. 

As our feasting fills us with gratitude, so may our fasting and abstinence hollow out in us 
a place for deeper desires and an attentiveness to hear the cry of the poor. 

May our self-denial turn our hearts to you and give us a new freedom for generous service to others. 
We ask you these graces with our hearts full of delight 

and stirring with readiness for the journey ahead. 
We ask them with confidence in the name of Jesus the Lord. 

 
 

 

Honor Society Inductees:  In a recent ceremony, Eden Valley – Watkins High School held a ceremony to induct new members into 

the National Honor Society.  These members of our Parish are now members of the National Honor Society!  Congratulations! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   Pictured are:  Maggie Ludwig, Katherine Gathje, Breanna Stang, Brook Stang 
                                  Nathan Utecht and Luke Ludwig 
 


